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DATE: February 18, 2009 
 
TO: Airport Commission 
 
FROM: Karen Ramsdell, Airport Director 
 
SUBJECT: 2009 Legislative Platform 

 
Recommendation 
 
That the Airport Commission review and comment on the proposed Airport Legislative Platform 
and recommend that City Council adopt the Airport platform as part of the City’s Legislative 
Platform for 2009. 
 
Discussion 
 
In 2003 the City implemented a process for establishing an annual citywide Legislative Platform 
designed to reflect its varied interests and increase the impact its advocacy efforts on legislators at 
the state and federal level.   
 
As part of the process departments prepare individual legislative platforms based on anticipated 
priority issues for the coming year.  The City Administrator’s Office collects, reviews, revises and 
combines departmental platforms to create a proposed Legislative Platform for the City.  The 
proposed platform is then introduced to City Council for review, comment and subsequent 
adoption.   
 
The City’s adopted Legislative Platform creates a more efficient structure for monitoring and 
preparing correspondence on proposed legislation, and is designed to improve the effectiveness of 
our advocacy communication on high priority issues so that resultant legislation reflects the City’s 
interests. 
 
By identifying anticipated issues early and having those positions adopted by Council in the 
Legislative Platform, the City and the Department are more able to respond in an effective and 
timely manner to those issues throughout the year.   
 
This year’s proposed Airport platform is very similar to the 2008 platform, reflecting perennial 
issues of importance that have been tailored to address the current legislative climate and 
expected priorities for the Santa Barbara Airport.  A draft of the Airport’s 2009 Legislative Platform 
is attached for your review.  To see the breadth of the City’s program the approved 2008 platform 
may be viewed on the City’s website www.santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Council/Legislation 
Program 2008.  A Council subcommittee is reviewing the proposed 2009 platform this month with 
adoption by the full Council in March.   
 
 

 



 
 
 
SCOPE Issues related to federal and state legislation affecting airport operations, funding 

regulation, and implementation of the Aviation Facilities Plan. 

FUNDING 
• AIP 
• Funding 

 
 

• Security 
• Bankruptcy 
• Bonds 
• PFC 
• Jet fuel tax 
• DBE 

Airport 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support legislation reauthorizing FAA and the Airport Improvement Program (AIP), 
including support of the following provisions: 

o Increase AIP funding and maintain or reduce the 5% AIP match 
requirement for small airports. 

o Strengthen or maintain budget protections for AIP funding. 
o Eliminate the competition plan requirement for AIP. 
o Eliminate unnecessary AIP grant assurances. 
o Maintain or expand revenue sources that contribute to AIP. 

Support federal legislative efforts to maintain or increase appropriations to the AIP for 
infrastructure projects relating to safety, security, aviation operations and capacity, and noise 
abatement. 
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o Eliminate unnecessary AIP grant assurances. 
o Maintain or expand revenue sources that contribute to AIP. 
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• Alternative 
Minimum Tax 

• Passenger 
Facility Charge 

• Cap on PFC 
Charges 

• PFC Application 
• Jet Fuel Tax 
• DBE Program 
 

 Support dedicated aviation security operations and infrastructure funding sources 
separate from the AIP.   
Support efforts to reimburse airports for operational and infrastructure costs associated 
with implementation of federal security and other mandates.  
Support bankruptcy reform legislation that helps protect airports from the impact of 
airline bankruptcies. 
Support reclassification of all airport bonds as ‘governmental’ instead of ‘private activity.’ 
Support elimination of the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) penalty on Airport Private Activity 
Bonds. 
Support efforts to provide airports with greater flexibility in the use of AIP and Passenger 
Facility Charge (PFC) funds, including elimination of the mandated loss of entitlement 
funds from imposing a higher PFC. 
Support an increase or elimination of the cap on PFC charges. 
Support efforts to streamline the airport PFC application and reporting process.  
Support equitable distribution of jet fuel tax revenues. 
Support efforts to restructure the Airport Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) 
program. 

SAFETY AND 
Security  

• Funding 
• Streamlining 
• Cargo 

screening 
• Staffing 
• TSA 
 

Airport  Support streamlining the airport security screening process to reduce passenger 
inconvenience and improve customer service, while maintaining security and safety. 
Support a threat based (risk-based) system of air cargo inspection and screening. 
Support local primacy in granting access to airport restricted areas. 
Support efforts to preserve current staffing levels for Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting 
(ARFF) crews. 
Support an adequately funded Transportation Security Administration (TSA). 

ENVIRONMENT 
• Noise standards 
 
 
• Greenhouse 

gases 
• Alternative 

energy 
• Airport Noise 
• Environmental 

Airport  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support measures to alleviate noise impacts on communities surrounding airports that 
benefit both the community and the airport such as the implementation of a phased Stage 
3 requirement for lighter jet aircraft and the phase-out of noisy Stage 1 and Stage 2 jet 
aircraft weighing less than 75,000 lbs. 
Support efforts to reduce potential greenhouse gas emissions resulting from aircraft 
operations and airport ground service equipment. 
Oppose efforts to expand state Airport noise standard variance requirements. 
Support additional steps to expedite the airport environmental review and approval 



Review 
 

 
 

process while preserving environmental protections. 

AIR SERVICE Airport  Support legislation that stimulates the airline industry’s ability to provide air service to 
Santa Barbara. 
Support legislation that recognizes or encourages aviation’s contributions to the 
economy that result from air travel, commerce, freight transport and manufacturing. 

Transportation/ 
Infrastructure 

Airport  Support legislation funding connectivity between air and ground transportation through 
improved infrastructure and enhancement of alternative transportation options. 

Planning 
• Land Use 
• Planning 

CEQUA 
• Coordination 

Airport  Support efforts to insure that development around airports is consistent with land use 
planning guidelines and compatible with airport operations. 
Support development of a clear methodology for preparing CEQA analysis of potential 
global warming impacts of proposed projects. 
Support coordination between FAA and sponsor airports on NEPA compliance issues 
and preparation of joint NEPA/CEQA documents. 

RenTal Car 
Concessions 

Airport Support airport interests in proposed legislation that may impact the terms under which 
rental car concessions operate at the Airport. 

Education Airport Support aviation education that informs students about career opportunities in aviation 
and encourages interest in a math and science curriculum. 

 


